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- AS DELIVERED - 



Madam Chair, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

, 

Montenegro

, Serbia

 
and Albania


, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process 

and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with this statement. 

  

 

Madam Chair,  

 

At the outset, I would like to thank Under-Secretary-General, Mr Yukio Takasu, for 

introducing the twelfth annual progress report on the implementation of the Capital Master 

Plan. I would also like to thank the Chair of the Audit Operations Committee of the Board 

of Auditors, Mr. Steve Townley, for introducing the related report of the Board.  Our 

thanks also go to Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions, for introducing the related report of that 

Committee. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Let me express, on behalf of the Member States of the European Union, our  satisfaction 

with the  successful renovation of the General Assembly Hall according to the revised 

timeline and, in particular, with its inauguration  in time for the United Nations ministerial 

week. I am sure that, during those days, all delegations that came to New York from all 

over the world had a chance to fully appreciate the renovation of the United Nations 

campus.  

 

As testified by those achievements, we believe it is now time for the Capital Master Plan to 

come to an end. We appreciate the Secretariat's decision to close the Office of the Capital 

Master Plan in June 2015 and we look forward to receiving information on the handover of 

the post-renovation construction activities to the Office of Central Support Services.  

 

As regards the financial situation of the project, the Member States of the European Union 

have already expressed their concerns about the project cost overruns on many occasions 

and look forward to exploring all options on how to close-out the funding of these.  

 

Madam Chair, in light of other construction works that are ahead of us, please allow me to 

stress once again the importance of collecting, documenting and applying the lessons 

learned from the Capital Master Plan, which should inform the planning and 

implementation of future construction projects. 

 

Madam Chair, 

  

All these and other issues require a thorough discussion in the Fifth Committee.  Please rest 

assured that we - as always - will engage constructively with all stakeholders in our 

discussions concerning the Capital Master Plan. 

  

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

                                                 
 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 


